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The significance of participation and initiative of locals in the soundscape design

*Atsushi Nishimura1, Kozo Hiramatsu2

1Department of Media Information Engineering, 2Japan Society for the Promotion of Science Japan

This paper discusses on the significance of the locals' participation in soundscape design and the indispensability 
of their initiative in the design activity to accomplish a successful soundscape design mainly based on the analysis 
of the project of Hirano Soundscape Museum that was one of the community development activities in Osaka, 
Japan and in that has been involved by the author. Then, the authors will mention about the results of comparison 
between the case of Hirano Soundscape Museum and two other cases in order to construct some theory of 
soundscape design. The two subjects of comparison are as follows: The first is the soundscape study by the locals 
of Nagasaki City in which the locals made a selection of the 20 good soundscapes in the city. The second is the 
landscape design of Rentaro Taki Museum in which the designer reconstructed the past sonic circumstances with 
the cooperation of the locals. The cases analysed from several viewpoints: (1) initiative of locals, (2) participation 
of locals and (3) public fund. Although there are some formal differences among the cases, it is undoubted that 
participation and initiative of local residents were indispensable for all cases. The fieldworks gave the authors the 
evidences about the indispensable function of the local residents' participation and initiative to the soundscape 
design.

Key words: soundscape design, participation of locals.

World Forum for Acoustic Ecology (WFAE 2010). June 16-19, 2010. Koli, Finland.
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